PROGRAMMING OVERVIEW & HIGHLIGHTS
Masterworks
David Fung, whose performing was touted by The Washington Post as “ravishing and simply gorgeous,” will be guest pianist for the October 15-16 concerts in a program of music by Richard Strauss and Maurice Ravel.

Pianist Caleb Borick—a Charleston Symphony Orchestra League Summer Studies youth scholarship recipient—will perform with the CSO on Beethoven’s Third Piano Concerto on October 29-30. Also on the program: Felix Mendelssohn’s The First Walpurgis Night with the CSO Chorus will reimagine a spooky yet comic tale; with ghosts, witches, owls, pitchforks, and the devil, this work is perfect for the Halloween holiday!

November’s Masterworks performances will highlight four CSO musicians as soloists: Charles Messersmith, clarinet; Yuriy Bekker, violin; Jan-Marie Christy Joyce, viola; and Jessica Hull-Dambaugh, flute. Additionally, Mozart’s “Haffner” Symphony will showcase the incredible abilities that span across the orchestra.

In January 2022, the CSO will present a world premiere by Charleston composer, Edward Hart. A Charleston Concerto was written to commemorate the 350th anniversary of the City of Charleston and was originally scheduled to premiere during the 2020-2021 season. The concert will feature the Shanghai Quartet – one of the world’s foremost chamber ensembles – and a piece by another living composer Adolphus Hailstork.

In February 2022, the Masterworks program will include Chopin’s Piano Concerto No. 1 with a guest pianist and Jean Sibelius’ Symphony No. 5. 

In March 2022, the CSO will perform Brahms’ one and only violin concerto with a guest violinist in a program that will also feature Igor Stravinsky’s 1947 revision of Petrushka. 

April 28-29 will mark the end of a triumphant season with the final Masterworks Series concert Beethoven’s 9th (An Ode to Joy) with the CSO Chorus and Director Dr. Robert Taylor. In this concert rescheduled from the 2020-2021 season, audiences will relish in Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony culminating victoriously with a united powerhouse of chorus, soloists, and musicians. 

Pops
Pops Series performances will include music from cinematic favorites, a French-inspired evening, and the annual tradition of December’s Holiday Pops concert. For the Great American Songbook concert in January 2022, the CSO will be joined by Charlton Singleton and his bandmate Quiana Parler from the local Grammy Award-winning group, Ranky Tanky.



CONCERTS AND SCHEDULE
Masterworks Series
All performances take place at the Charleston Gaillard Center and begin at 7:30 p.m.

A Triumphant Return 
Friday, September 24, 2021 and Saturday, September 25, 2021 

Guest Artist, Violin     
Ken Lam, Conductor

Hector Berlioz Roman Carnival Overture
Sergei Rachmaninoff Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini, Op. 43
Camille Saint-Saëns Symphony No. 3 in C Minor, Op. 78 “Organ”

Boléro
Friday, October 15, 2021 and Saturday, October 16, 2021

David Fung, Piano
Ken Lam, Conductor

Richard Strauss Till Eulenspiegel's Merry Pranks
Richard Strauss Burleske
Maurice Ravel Piano Concerto in G Major
Maurice Ravel Boléro	

Beethoven and Witches
Friday, October 29, 2021 and Saturday, October 30, 2021 

Caleb Borick, Piano
Charleston Symphony Orchestra Chorus; Dr. Robert Taylor, Director
Ken Lam, Conductor

Gioachino Rossini La scala di seta (The Silken Ladder) Overture
Ludwig van Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 3 in C Minor, Op. 37
Felix Mendelssohn Die erste Walpurgisnacht, Op. 60 (The First Walpurgis Night)

Stars of the CSO
Friday, November 19, 2021 and Saturday, November 20, 2021

Charles Messersmith, Clarinet
Yuriy Bekker, Violin
Jan-Marie Christy Joyce, Viola
Jessica Hull-Dambaugh, Flute
Ken Lam, Conductor

Aaron Copland Clarinet Concerto      
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart Sinfonia Concertante in E-flat Major for Violin and Viola, K. 364 
Gordon Jacob Concerto for Flute and String Orchestra 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart Symphony No. 35 in D Major, K. 385 “Haffner”

Hart of Tchaikovsky
Friday, January 7, 2022 and Saturday, January 8, 2022

The Shanghai Quartet: Weigang Li and Angelo Xiang Yu, Violins; Honggang Li, Viola; Nicholas Tzavaras, Cello
Ken Lam, Conductor

Adolphus Hailstork Fanfare on "Amazing Grace"	
Edward Hart A Charleston Concerto
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky Symphony No. 4 in F Minor, Op. 36	

Chopin’s Masterpiece
Friday, February 4, 2022 and Saturday, February 5, 2022

Guest Artist, Piano
Ken Lam, Conductor

Julia Perry A Short Piece for Small Orchestra 
Frédéric François Chopin Piano Concerto No. 1 in E Minor, Op. 11
Jean Sibelius Symphony No. 5 in E-flat Major, Op. 82

Stravinsky’s Petrushka
Friday, March 4, 2022 and Saturday, March 5, 2022

Guest Artist, Violin
Ken Lam, Conductor

Johannes Brahms Violin Concerto in D Major, Op. 77
Igor Stravinsky Petrushka (1947)

Beethoven’s 9th: An Ode to Joy
Thursday, April 28, 2022 and Friday, April 29, 2022

Charleston Symphony Orchestra Chorus; Dr. Robert Taylor, Director
Ken Lam, Conductor

Ralph Vaughan Williams Five Mystical Songs 
Ludwig van Beethoven Symphony No. 9 in D Minor, Op. 125 “Choral”

Pops Series
All performances take place at the Charleston Gaillard Center and begin at 7:30 p.m.

Music of the Movies: Heroes and Villains 
Saturday, October 2, 2021

Charleston Symphony Orchestra Chorus; Dr. Robert Taylor, Director
Yuriy Bekker, Conductor

Selections will include music from the Marvel superhero movies Spiderman and Black Panther, and DC Comics’ favorites Superman and Batman. The concert will also feature familiar favorites from classics such as Indiana Jones, Back to the Future, Psycho, Game of Thrones, songs from James Bond, the famous “Parade of the Charioteers” from Ben Hur, The Adventures of Robinhood, and more for fans of all ages. 

Holiday Pops!
Wednesday, December 22, 2021 and Thursday, December 23, 2021 

Charleston Symphony Orchestra Chorus; Dr. Robert Taylor, Director
Yuriy Bekker, Conductor

The festive performance will feature everything from Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker to two movements of Duke Ellington and His Orchestra’s jazzy Nutcracker Suite. Joyous carols such as “The First Noel” and “Gloria” will showcase the chorus, while traditional tunes “Sleigh Ride,” “The Twelve Days of Christmas,” and music celebrating the Festival of Lights will uplift audiences with holiday spirit. 

The Great American Songbook
Thursday, January 20, 2022 

Charlton Singleton, Trumpet and Vocals
Quiana Parler, Vocals
Charlton Singleton Quartet
Yuriy Bekker, Conductor

The legacy of American musical standards lives in songs and compositions by Irving Berlin, Duke Ellington, Cole Porter, George Gershwin, and Jerome Kern, among many others that will be included in this concert. The CSO will be joined by some very special Lowcountry musical stars: Charlton Singleton and his rhythm section plus Quiana Parler, vocalist and bandmate of Singleton from the Grammy Award-winning group Ranky Tanky. 



Dreaming of April in Paris
Thursday, March 31, 2022 

Yuriy Bekker, Conductor

Charleston has a deep connection to French culture and this performance will celebrate that shared legacy with well-known French music. Take a walk in the moonlight with Claude Debussy’s Claire de lune, dance the can-can to Jacques Offenbach’s Orpheus in the Underworld, and revel in the sounds of George Bizet’s Habanera from Carmen. In addition to these classics, the performance will also feature a bohemian jazz band with tunes made popular by Édith Piaf, Stéphane Grappelli, and Django Reinhardt. See life through rose-colored glasses with “La Vie en rose” and celebrate the charm of spring with “April in Paris,” among others.
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