A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY
COUNCIL OF CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA,
IN SUPPORT OF THE TRANSGENDER
COMMUNITY; AND DIRECTING THE CITY CLERK
TO TRANSMIT THIS RESOLUTION TO THE
GOVERNOR, THE SENATE PRESIDENT, AND THE
HOUSE SPEAKER

WHEREAS the City of Charleston prides itself on being welcoming, affirming, and
inclusive for all residents, including all members of the LGBTQ+ community; and

WHEREAS the City has resolved to be a leading community in the protection of civilrights
and preventing discrimination; passing the Hate Crime Ordinance which punishes people
for bias motivated crimes; launching the first in the state Safe Place Program designating
locations as a secure refuge for LGBTQ victims to receive support; and

WHEREAS in 2020 Charleston received an 81 out of 100, its highest score ever, on the
Human Rights Campaign Municipal Equality Index, an index value that evaluates how
inclusive cities' laws, policies, and services are of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
people; and

WHEREAS the transgender community is recognized as a valued, important segmentof
ourcity entitled to equal treatment in all facets of life: and

WHEREAS transgender youth are among the most misunderstood and marginalized
within our community; and

WHEREAS legislation excluding or curtailing the rights of the transgender community
has been filed in at least 25 states, including South Carolina, as part of a coordinated
campaign; and

WHEREAS adopting state legislation curtailing the rights of the transgender community



has previously led to millions of dollars of economic losses, including from NCAA
tournament relocations and boycotts; and

WHEREAS businesses with strong diversity and inclusion commitments, particularly in
the sports and hospitality industry, may be forced to locate events outside the state to
align with their values; and

WHEREAS the City has the responsibility to promote equality and prosperity for all
members of the transgender community; and

WHEREAS the City is proud to stand against the discrimination of transgender
people;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY OF CHARLESTON strongly
supports the transgender community; and directs the City Clerk to send a copy of this

Resolution to the Governor, the Senate President, and the House Speaker.

RESOLVED this 5: ’day of June 2021, in City Cou?ambers

w J &Iiez‘klenburg
Mayor

ATTEST:
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Jemhifer B. Gook
Clerk of Council




